that any one in whose hands his son's head fell, would die
instantaneously. Unfortunately, while in meditation, the
severed head landed in his own hands, and thus both father
and son were wiped out at one stroke.

Another mighty character in the Mahabharata is Drona
who mastered the Vedas, which spell out philosophic tenets
and also that branch which made him a master in the art of
archery. His duty should have been to confine himself to
the task of propagating the Lord's message but he relied on
his physical prowers, contrary to the established tradition.
He had to ultimately regret his choice of archery in prefere-
nce to Vedanta. The result was, his son, acknowledged as
highly matured even while young, at a later stage, committed
the most brutal act and grave sin of killing the innocent
children of the Pandavas.

11^. The truly great never look dowo on the weak

It is quite common to notice the intelligent ridiculing
the dull-wilted, the brave despising the cowardly and the rich
looking down on the poor. But the truly great do not behave
that way. They do not look down on others inferior to them
in knowledge, status, mental qualities or valour. On the
other hand, they do their best to help them out of their weak-
nesses. They infuse courage and confidence, cheer them up
and spur them on to perform worthy acts.

The episode of prince Uttara in the Mahabharata
brings out this trait in the great warrior, Arjuna. The Prince
of the Virata kingdom v/as stricken with panic on seeing the
Kaurava army led by the mighty Dronacharya, Bheeshma and
others. Arjuna, who was diguised as Brihannala, a eunuch
and acted as the charioteer, stopped the fleeing prince from
the battle field, put courage into his weak heart and volun-
teered to fight and win the battle for him. Arjuna, a
great soul and a true hero, behaved that way. The blessings
of the Acharya are necessary for success in any endeavour.

110